
 
October 29, 2020 
 
Dear President Trump and Vice President Biden, 
 
We write to you today as Americans deeply concerned about the success of our society. Lack of trust 
and understanding of one another has become one of the greatest challenges confronting our nation, 
and is where the extreme polarization facing America today is deeply rooted. We must begin to rebuild 
that trust and understanding, a sense of responsibility for our neighbors, and a future that includes all 
Americans — and it is going to take more than rhetoric about unity to be successful. As part of that 
effort, we believe that we must invest in a significant expansion of national service to help bridge these 
deep divides and bind all Americans together in common purpose. 
 
The next generation of Americans is eager to be part of the solution to the many challenges currently 
facing our country. They’re taking to the streets to protest racial injustice, using their voices to demand 
action on climate change, and raising their hands to help their fellow citizens and neighbors through the 
pandemic. In short, they believe in our country and are already invested in fighting for a better future for 
our country and the world. We can expand opportunities to serve in a manner that is truly accessible to 
all young Americans while investing in their futures and fostering a generation of engaged citizens.  
 
By expanding national service, we will be giving young Americans more ways to pursue their passion for 
addressing pressing national interests and putting their talents and desire for change into action. We will 
also be investing in a solution that has the power to bring people together across lines of difference in 
the years — and generations — ahead.  
 
Just as those who serve in the military build bonds with fellow service members that are stronger than 
their political, racial, or economic differences, service alongside someone in a classroom, food bank, or 
national park, builds a similar bond that transcends background and preconceptions. Serving together in 
common purpose builds empathy and understanding towards fellow citizens and teaches collaboration 
as a powerful tool to solve problems and leverage differences.  
 
Additionally, national service can build important experiences for the next generation of leaders and 
help them to be more engaged, more likely to volunteer and vote, create more active citizens, and 
inspire lifelong civic participation. According to a survey of AmeriCorps alums, 79 percent of alumni are 
already involved or plan to become actively involved in their community post-service.  
 
Investing in a significant expansion of national service is critical to tackling the growing polarization and 
lack of trust and understanding in America. Whichever of you is our president in 2021, we ask that you 
prioritize national service and ensure that this opportunity is truly available to all young Americans. That 
means not only expanding the number of positions available for young people, but ensuring that those 
positions are accessible to all through a livable wage, wraparound services, and opportunities to develop 
skills and experiences that will set this new generation of leaders up for success. 
 
The Serve America Together campaign’s ​policy platform​ includes additional recommendations for 
making national service — whether civilian, military, or public service — a common expectation and 
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opportunity for every young American. We view this as an important starting point and are open to 
building on this framework. 
 
We call on you to commit to prioritizing a significant expansion of national service accessible to all young 
Americans, should you be elected to serve as president to help bring Americans together and fuel a 
much-needed civic renewal in America.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Shae Agee  
National Program Director, Lutheran Volunteer Corps 
 
John R. Albright 
 
Dr. Mary L. Alexander 
Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) USAF and Retired Administrator, Mississippi State University 
 
Danielle Allen 
Co-Chair, Our Common Purpose 
 
Connie Bach 
Sister 
 
Phyllis Barker 
Catholic Volunteer Network Board of Directors 
 
Matthew Bauer  
Chief Operating Officer  
 
Maggie Smith Becker  
Director of Special Projects, Center of FaithJustice  
 
Jim Bildner 
Chief Executive Officer, Draper Richards Kaplan Foundation  
 
Zack Block 
Repair the World 
 
Barrett Y. Bogue 
President & Founder, Evocati 
 
Danah Boyd 
 
Steven Breiter 
City Coordinator for Miami Serve the Moment, Repair the World 
 
 



 

John Bridgeland  
Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Civic 
 
Jason Michael Brown 
AmeriCorps Alum 
 
Liz Burneson 
Member, Virginia Governor’s Advisory Board on Service and Volunteerism 
 
Tori Burstein 
Repair the World 
 
Matthew Camp 
Founder, CivicList 
 
David E. Campbell  
Packey J. Dee Professor of American Democracy, University of Notre Dame 
 
Daniel J. Cardinali 
President and Chief Executive Officer, Independent Sector 
 
Cindy Greenberg 
Chief Executive Officer, Repair the World 
 
Cheryl Chamberlain 
Grants Coordinator 
AmeriCorps Program Coordinator 
Kankakee County State’s Attorney Office 
 
Rajiv Chandrasekaran 
Head of Policy and Strategy, The Emes Project 
Former Associate Editor, The Washington Post 
 
Shana Chaplin 
Director, Arkansas Service Commission 
 
Emily Cherniack 
Executive Director, New Politics Academy 
 
Jeff Clements 
President, American Promise  
 
Nicole Meskel Cochrun 
Teacher 
 
 
 



 

Amy B. Cohen 
Executive Director, Honey W. Nashman Center for Civic Engagement and Public Service, George 
Washington University 
 
Ronnie Cohn 
Commission on Social Action of the Religious Action Center 
 
Cheryl Cook 
Chief Executive Officer, Avodah 
 
Adam Coretz 
AmeriCorp Alum 
 
Kate Cumbo, Ph.D. 
Executive Director, PeaceJam Foundation 
 
Evan C. Cuthbert 
Executive Director, Rostro de Cristo, Inc. 
 
Kate Daly 
Former Jesuit Volunteer 
Current College Administrator 
 
Rabbi Jessy Dressin 
Executive Director, Repair the World Baltimore 
 
Louise Dube 
Executive Director, iCivics 
 
Roger Dunn 
Program Officer, Massachusetts Service Alliance 
AmeriCorps Alum 
 
Mickey Edwards 
Former Congressman 
Visiting professor at Princeton’s School of Public and International Affairs 
 
Kaira Esgate 
Chief Executive Officer, America’s Service Commissions 
 
Mark Eutsler, Ph.D., Ed.D. 
Chair, Serve Indiana Commission 
 
Jonathan Fanton 
President Emeritus, American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
 
 



 

Ryan Fewins-Bliss 
Executive Director, Michigan College Access Network 
 
Shirley E. French 
Former Chair, Mississippi Commission of Volunteer Services 
 
Jordan Fruchtman 
Senior Director, Serve the Moment 
 
Christy Gallese 
AmeriCorps Alum 
 
Linda Gates 
Volunteer MS Commission Ambassador 
 
Elliot Gerson 
Executive​ ​Vice President, Policy & Public Programs, International Programs, Aspen Institute 
 
Dan Glickman 
Vice President and Executive Director, Aspen Institute Congressional Program 
Former U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
 
Jennifer Granholm 
Former Governor of Michigan  
Former Attorney General of Michigan 
 
Jonathan Greenblatt 
National Director and Chief Executive Officer, ADL (Anti-Defamation League) 
 
James Grondin 
Director of New School Construction, The Haitian Project, Inc. 
RPCV Mali (‘98-’00) 
 
Marisa (Reese) Grondin 
President, The Haitian Project, Inc 
 
Emily Haber 
Chief Executive Officer, Massachusetts Service Alliance 
 
Hahrie Han 
Director, SNF Agora Institute and Stavros Niarchos Foundation Professor of Political Science, Johns 
Hopkins University 
 
Andrew Hanauer 
Chief Executive Officer, One America Movement 
 
 



 

Jason M. Hatch 
Retired Military Officer 
Former Diplomat 
AmeriCorps Alum 
 
Angela Hawkins  
AmeriCorps Alum 
 
Michael Hebbeler  
Director, Discernment and Advocacy Education 
Center of Social Concerns  
University of Notre Dame 
 
Jed Herrmann 
Former Senior Advisor to the Chief Executive Officer, Corporation for National and Community Service  
 
Stephen Heintz 
President, Rockefeller Brothers Fund 
Co-Chair, AAAS Commission on the Practice of Democratic Citizenship 
 
Jerry Hirsch  
Chairman, Lodestar Foundation 
 
Dorothy Holloway 
Program Officer, PennSERVE-PA State Commission 
 
Arianna Huffington 
Founder & Chief Executive Officer, Thrive Global 
 
Elaine James 
Data Associate, Repair the World 
 
Wallace B. Jefferson 
Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Texas (Ret.) 
 
Joseph Kahne 
Dutton Presidential Professor of Education, UC Riverside 
 
Julia Keehner 
Chair, Board of Commissioners for Volunteer West Virginia 
 
Namita Khasat 
Executive Vice President, Finance and Administration, Chief Financial Officer and Corporate Treasurer, 
Aspen Institute  
 
Alan Khazei 
Former Commissioner, National Commission on Military, National, and Public Service 



 

Jonathan Koppell 
Dean, Watts College of Public Service and Community Solutions 
Arizona State University 
 
Brent Kossick 
Founder, Aligned Impact CS 
 
Lata Krishnan 
Krishnan Shah Family Fund 
 
Janis D. Lane 
Past Chairman, Board of Commissioners, Volunteer Mississippi 
 
Laura Lauder 
Venture Philanthropist  
 
Maisha Leek 
Investor 
AmeriCorps Alum 
 
Peter Levine 
Professor, Tisch College of Civic Life, Tufts University 
 
Anasazi Levy 
Recruitment and Marketing Associate, Repair the World 
 
John J. Lira 
HillVets Legislative Leaders Fellow, U.S. House of Representatives 
 
Eric Liu 
Chief Executive Officer, Citizen University  
 
Carolyn J. Lukensmeyer 
Co-Chair, Strengthening Our America Republic  
 
Edith Makra 
Greenest Region Corps Program Director 
 
Heather Margolis  
Montana Education Partnership 
 
Anne-Marie Taylor 
Executive Director, Indianapolis Neighborhood Resource Center 
 
Priscilla Martinez 
Virginia Governor’s Advisory Board on Service and Volunteerism 
 



 

Gary Matthews 
Chaplain 
 
Stan McChrystal  
General (Retired), United States Army 
Founder & Chief Executive Officer, McChrystal Group 
 
Scott McFarland 
Chair, States for Service 
 
Lisa Mehalick  
Director, Redeemer Ministry Corps 
 
Bruce P. Mehlman  
Former Assistant Secretary of Commerce 
 
Ted McConnell 
Executive Director, Campaign for the Civic Mission of Schools 
Policy Advisor, CivXNow Coalition 
 
Patricia J. Moran  
Director, Change A Heart Franciscan Volunteer Program 
 
Stephanie Mueller 
Commissioner, ServeNebraska 
 
Amy Meuers 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
Joe Nail 
Chief Executive Officer, Lead for America  
 
Kelli Nelson 
Executive Director, From Mission to Mission 
 
Charles Niedeman 
Member, Temple Beth David of Orange County 
 
Glenn Nye 
President and Chief Executive Officer, Center for the Study of the Presidency and Congress 
Former Member of Congress (VA) 
 
Fredrick Otieno Nundu 
 
Kate O’Bannon 
Senior Director of Strategy, Repair the World 
 



 

Madeline Odell 
Special Program Assistant, Volunteer NH 
 
Steven Olikara 
Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Millennial Action Project 
 
John Opdycke 
President, Open Primaries 
 
James Owsley 
IT Coordinator, Christian Appalachian Project 
AmeriCorps Alum 
 
Deval Patrick  
Former Governor of Massachusetts  
Founder, Together FUND PAC 
 
Stephanie J. Peddicord 
President, Center for FaithJustice  
 
Angela Pinckard-Hale 
AmeriCorps Alum 
 
Sandra Piwko 
Director of Post-Grad Volunteer Program, Assumption Mission Associates  
 
Ashley Pressman 
 
Jo-Ann Price 
President, Leo and Libby Nevas Family Foundation 
 
Cathy Primack 
 
Miles Rapoport 
Senior Practice Fellow in American Democracy, The Ash Center at Harvard Kennedy School 
 
Kori Redepenning 
Chief Executive Officer, Minnesota Alliance With Youth 
 
Harriet Rivkin 
Repair the World 
AmeriCorps Alum  
 
Craig Robinson 
President, College Possible 
 
 



 

Rob Romero 
Co-Founder, Civic Health Project 
 
Sister Joanna Rosciszewska, CSJ 
Director of St. Joseph Worker Program in Orange, California 
 
Kyleigh Russ 
Co-Founder & Chief Operating Officer, Govern America 
 
Elisa Ryan 
Sister, Ursuline Sisters of the Roman Union 
 
Shirley Sagawa 
Founding Chief Executive Officer, Service Year Alliance  
 
Amy Salinas 
AmeriCorps Alum 
 
Pete Saudek 
Cleveland City Organizer 
 
Yonce Shelton 
Executive Director, Catholic Volunteer Network 
 
Kathleen Shepley 
 
Billy Shore 
Executive Chair, Share Our Strength 
 
Jamal Simmons 
Writer 
Political Analyst  
 
Neal Simon 
Board Member, Bipartisan Policy Center and Unite America 
 
Parc Smith 
Chief Executive Officer, American YouthWorks 
 
Jim Snell 
Executive DIrector, Volunteer Tennessee; AmeriCorps Alum 
 
Sterling K. Speirn 
Senior Fellow, Bridge Alliance  
 
 
 



 

Emily J. Steinberg 
Director of External Affairs, America’s Service Commissions 
AmeriCorps Alum 
 
John Steiner 
Co-Founder and Board Member, Bridge Alliance 
 
Lindsey Stevens 
 
Jay Stokes  
 
Julie M. Strandlie 
Chair, Virginia Governor’s Advisory Board on Service and Volunteerism 
 
Marcelo M. Suárez-Orozco 
Chancellor, University of Massachusetts, Boston  
 
Audrey Suker 
Chief Executive Officer, ServerMinnesota 
 
Rabbi Suzanne Singer 
Rabbi, Reform Movement of Judaism 
 
Laura M. Taylor 
Indiana Alliance of Boys and Girls Clubs 
 
Phela Townsend 
Policy Entrepreneur, Next100 
 
Emily Tyler 
Director, Brethren Volunteer Service 
 
Dan Vallone 
Director, More in Common U.S. 
 
Leslie Van Horn 
Community Advocate 
 
Emmjolee Mendoza Waters  
Associate Director, Campus Ministry - Catholic University 
 
Adeola Whitney 
Chief Executive Officer, Reading Partners 
 
Sheila Williamson-Branch 
City Treasurer, City of Danville VA 
 



 

Daniel Wofford 
Chair, PennSERVE Advisory Board 
 
Terry Yoffie 
North American Board Member, Union of Reform Judaism 
 
Brianne Young 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


